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WILLIAM McM. ADAMS

Mr. William J. Casey
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Langley, Virginia 23365

Dear Director Casey:

85 18391

May 30,

1985

I would appreciate a reply to my letter to you
of April 30, 1985, a copy of which I enclose.

Yours sincerely,

Y AT I

Col. Wm.

WMA/bt
Enclosure

M. Adams
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The point to be made in our discussion of the American rubber crisis
942 is that American intelligence must have known what was going on
at Auschwitz in' that year. Cleatdly, it would be delightful if we could learn
exactly what US, military intelligence knew about events in and around
ring the war. Howmr,,intelligcnce' agencies are notoriously
ase such information,
;A1 respect 9. World War I intelli i -
onal episodes ase known_but, on. the content of Allied intellj.
gence information has not .been divulged, The “intélligence relative to
Au;f'h“tz will be a long, long time.in being made public, if it is ever'made
public. - ‘

In attempting to estimate, therefore, what information was possessed
by Allied intelligence agencies, one must proceed very much on the basjs of

common sense, i i

uschwitz was of the greatest interest to the U.S. in mid-1942 op
account of its enormous technological significance. Above we saw Howard’s
great interest. in 1940, in any information-. ossible new developments
ihat couid be obtained directly or inferred indirectly. A similar interest on
the part of the Americans in 1942 must be assumed. [t is 3 certainty that
intelligence had developed the basic facts about the industry at Auschwitz: 3
plant for hydrogenation and other ical processes aimed at producing
gasoline and rubber. Iy has been seen that each one of the German Buna
rubber plants employed processes differing in important details from the
others and. that the Auschwitz processes were to be the beneficiary of accy.
mulated experiences with several diffesent versions. We are thus justified in
assuming, on account of the peculiar wrgency of y,e rudbes preblem and the
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exploitation of contacts \H'!ﬁ(r . o fand)
stationed in neutral coun Portugal, y Switzerland),
aerial photographic intelligence (aircraf¥ use 0es may alweys
heve longer than bombers on* agediiint - of their lack of Armamenif),-
general knowledge of German: industrigl omic' mafters, spies afd"
informers in German Goverimenit (¢ g. Admirgd
Canaris), an : ously sithsted neutrl -
(tuch 2sthe Swisy:any

doing business in Germany). Although

role, photographic intelligeqce

which will be discussed in du

Not being sufficiently acquainted with the technical
were associated with Buna at the time, we have no
Americans might have been afrer and how it could be ‘in ;
intelligence data, any more than we have an understanding of what questi
were on the minds of the St i
partial answers could be infe
that meeting. We can, howev,
without any claim that such wa ) . v

We have seen that the first German Buna plant ar Schkopau employed .
3 carbide-acetylene-butadiene process and that at the Huyels plant the process ;
was hyd:ocuhons-mtyhm-butadiene. The new plant at Ludwighsafen, near. )
ing completion when the Baruch Commitiee was meeting, had reverted to
making the acetylene from carbide and had modernized the acetylene to
butadiene stage. Since cither a carbide or a hydrocarbons process was poten-
tially applicable 1o the Processes to be employed in the US. (which could
have started from oil or grain alcohol) it was no doubt of great interest
whether Auschwitz was to employ a carbide process (as was the case), sug-
gesting abandonment of the hydrocarboas version on the basis of the Huyels
experience, or was to employ a hydrocarbons or other process, suggesting
failure to make a commitment to carbide processes. Moreover the carbide s,
hydrocarbons question could probably be answered on the basis of aerial
intelligence, if necessary.

What was the ultimaie value, in tenins of the
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